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Abstract

We investigate the scattering of a left-handed circular cylinder illuminated by an electric line source. First,
the analytical solution in terms of an eigenfunction series is derived. Second, this solution is used in numerical
calculations to investigate the properties of the near-field, inside as well as outside the cylinder, and the far-field.
This is done for different geometrical and electrical parameters. The radiation resistance and the directivity are
calculated and the variation of these with different parameters is studied.

1 Introduction

Left-handed (LH) materials, which are the materials having a negative permittivity and permeability, have received
much interest in recent years due to the several unfamiliar electromagnetic properties of these [1]. In particular,
the lossless LH slab has been of significant interest due to its so-called “perfect lens” property [2], [3], but other
configurations have been investigated as well [4], [5], [6]. Previous investigations on LH-cylinder configurations
concerned evaluation of their scattering width under plane wave illumination [4], [5], and their cavity and waveg-
uide properties [5].

In this work we investigate the scattering of a LH circular cylinder illuminated by an electric line source (ELS).
First, the analytical solution in terms of an eigenfunction series is derived (Sec. 2). The solution is initially derived
for the right-handed (RH) cylinder problem, which is characterized by both material parameters being positive,
and subsequently the steps necessary to obtain the LH cylinder solution are outlined. Second, this solution is used
in numerical calculations (Sec. 3) to investigate properties of the near-field, inside as well as outside the cylinder,
and the far-field. This is done for different geometrical and electrical parameters such as cylinder radius, ELS
position, cylinder permittivity and permeability. The radiation resistance and the directivity are calculated and the
variation of these with different parameters is studied. Throughout the investigations the case of a RH cylinder is
used as reference. The time factor �������	��

��� , with 
 being the angular frequency and � being the time, is assumed
and suppressed.

2 Analytical Treatment of RH and LH Cylinders

The scattering configuration, consisiting of a RH or LH cylinder illuminated by an ELS of a constant electric
current ��� [A] placed parallel to the cylinder, is depicted in Figure 1.

The cylinder is located in the cylindrical coordinate system ( ��������� ) with the associated Cartesian coordinate sys-
tem ( ��������� ) as shown in the figure. It is of infinite extent in the � -direction, has a radius denoted by � , and is
centered at the origin of the coordinate systems. The ambient medium is free space, with permittivity and perme-
ability, respectively, � �"!$#&% #('*),+ -�.0/2143 [F/m] and 56�7!8)�9:+ -;.0/�< [H/m]. The permittivity and the permeability of
the cylinder are real scalars denoted by ��=>!?� @A��� and 5B=,!852@C56� , respectively, where �C@ and 52@ , respectively, are
its relative permittivity and permeability. The wavenumber inside the cylinder is denoted by D&=>!ED��GF � @C52@ , where
D��H!I
,F ����56�H!KJL9�MLN&� is the free-space wavenumber and NO� is the free-space wavelength, while the intrinsic
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Figure 1: Scattering configuration under consideration: a RH or LH cylinder illuminated by an ELS located in free space.

impedance of the cylinder is 
 = ! 
 � � 5 @ M*� @ , where 
 � !
�

5 � M*� � is the free-space intrinsic impedance. When
the cylinder is RH, � @
� . , 5 @
� . , and D =�� . , 
 =�� . . When the cylinder is LH, � @�� . , 5 @
� . , and we choose
D =�� . and 
 =�� . . As shown in [7] either a positive or a negative wavenumber can be chosen, since the results
obtained with either choice of sign agree. However, the present choice is convenient since the solution to the RH
cylinder problem then applies directly for the LH cylinder problem simply by using negative values for � @ , 5 @ ,
and D(= .
The position vector of a given observation point is � (with the corresponding unit vector �� ), and its coordinates
are ( ����� ), while the position vector of the ELS is ��� , and its coordinates are ( � � ��� � ). The distance between the
ELS and the cylinder surface is denoted by � .
In the absence of the cylinder the field due to the ELS is [8, Ch. 11]

��� � ������� !�� �� � � 

56�
)��

 
3"!� � DL�$# � � � � # �>!%� �� � � 

56�

)

&�')(*,+ / ()- * � DL�;��� �
 
3.!* � D���� � �0/�1 *  32 / 254 ! for �76 � � �' (*,+ / ()- * � D � � � � �
 
3"!* � D � �0�0/ 1 *  32 / 254 ! for �78 � � �

(1)

with � !9# � # , and � � !:# �;� # , see Figure 1. The function - * ��+ � is the Bessel function of order < , while �
 
3"!* ��+ � is

the Hankel function of the second kind and order < . �� is the unit vector pointing in the � -direction. In similitude
with the expansion for

� �
, the scattered and the transmitted electric fields, denoted by

��=
and

��>
, respectively,

are expanded as

�
= � �O� ���>!%� �� � � 

5 �
)

(?
*,+ / ( � * �  3.!* � D��;���@/ 1 *  32 / 254 ! for �78 ��� (2)

� > � ������� !A� �� � � 

5B=
)

(?
*,+ / ( �

* - * � D(=����@/ 1 *  32 / 254 ! for �76 ��� (3)

where � * and � * are the unknown expansion coefficients. The incident, scattered, and transmitted magnetic fields,
respectively, are readily obtained from the Faraday’s induction law. The continuity conditions are then applied at
the cylinder surface in order to determine � * and � * , and the final result is

� * ! �  3.!* � D���� � � - �* � DL�;��� - * � D =��0�B� � 
 �*M 
 = � - * � D��;�0� - �* � D(=����
� 
 � M 
 = � - �* � D = �0� �

 
3.!* � D � ���C� - * � D = �0� �

 
3"!* � � D � ��� � (4)

� * ! 56�
5 = �  3"!* � DL��� � � - * � DL�;��� �

 
3.!* � � D����0�B� - �* � D��;�0� �

 
3.!* � D��;�0�- * � D = ��� �

 
3.!* � � D � �0�D� � 
 � M 
 = � - �* � D = ��� �

 
3.!* � D � �0�

% (5)
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Note that all derivatives in the above equations are to be taken with respect to the function’s argument.

The solution (1)-(5) applies to a RH cylinder if � @ � . , 5 @ � . , D =7� . , and 
 =7� . , and to a LH cylinder if
� @�� . , 5 @
� . , D =�� . , and 
 =�� . .

3 Numerical Treatment of RH and LH Cylinders

3.1 Near-Field Properties
The near-field, denoted by

� � �O� ��� , is calculated inside as well as outside the cylinder 1. More specifically, the
quantity J�. ����� 1 � # � � �O� ����M�- [V/m] #�� dB � is shown in a circular region of radius 	L� � centered at the cylinder axis
( � -axis), see Figure 1. To facilitate comparison of the results, the dynamic range is kept constant throughout the
forthcoming figures.

The effect of the LH cylinder is particularly notable in the case of a “ -�� � -�5 � ” cylinder. A few examples of such
results are shown in Figure 2, which depicts the near-field distributions for the cylinders having radii J N � and )(N � .
In both cases the ELS is located at � ! -;N � .

(a) (b)

Figure 2: Electric field distribution for ” 
���
�
���
 ” LH cylinders having radii ��������
 (a) and ��������
 (b). The ELS is at �!
"� 
 .

Since the corresponding RH cylinders would simply be those of free space, and the resulting field thus omnidi-
rectional, it is obvious that the considered LH cylinders have a significant effect by creating a field pattern with
several lobes and a shadow region. It is observed that the variation of the field pattern is more pronounced for
the cylinder of the larger radius. In addition, in both cases, there appears to be a formation of a point inside the
cylinders at which the field takes on very high values. This formation is more clear for the cylinder of the larger
radius, and suggests that some focusing of the ELS field is taking place inside the cylinders. However, contrary to
the well-known case of the lossless LH slab of the same material parameters, see e.g., [1] and [2], no high field
values are observed in the region to the left of the cylinder along the negative � -axis. Moreover, the point inside
the cylinders at which the field attains a high value does not represent an exact image of the ELS since the cylinder
surface is curved and its aperture is finite. In addition to the high field value inside the cylinders, the field also
attains rather high values along the part of the cylinder surface which is close to the ELS.

Figure 3 shows the field for “ J�� �L-�56� ” RH (a) and LH (b) cylinders of radius � ! J NO� , and the ELS located at� !I-;N&� . For RH cylinders a clear beam formation along the negative � -axis is observed. Some field variation is
observed in the half-space in which the ELS is located, and no shadow region is formed. Regarding the LH cylinder

1Two remarks are in order. First, it is noted that in all of the forthcoming calculations the ELS is at a distance # from the cylinder along
the positive $ -axis, see Figure 1. Second, for easy reference, a cylinder having the material parameters %'&)("*,+�(�-/.0%'&213& 
 *�+�1�+ 
 - , with &21 and+41 being the relative permittivity and permeability, respectively, is referred to as a “ &513& 
 +�1�+ 
 ” RH cylinder for &�17698 , +41:698 , and as a
“ ; & 1 ; & 
 ; + 1 ; + 
 ” LH cylinder for & 1=< 8 , + 1>< 8 .
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(a) (b)

Figure 3: Electric field distribution for ” ���,
�
���
 ” RH (a) and LH (b) cylinders having radius � � ����
 . The ELS is at
 �!
3��
 .

configuration, the field pattern exhibits rather large variations. In addition, the field outside the LH cylinder is
mainly confined to the half-space in which the ELS is located. Furthermore, the field variation is more pronounced
for the LH than for the RH cylinders in the sense that much deeper zeros are observed in the pattern. Regarding
the field transmitted into the LH cylinder, a clear formation of a high field value is observed, this being more clear
than with the previously shown results for “ -;�C�L-�56� ” cylinders, again suggesting that some focusing of the ELS
field is taking place.

3.2 Far-Field Properties
First, the two-dimensional directivity, henceforth referred to as the directivity, given by

� � ���,! JL9 # � >��@>� � ����# 3� 3��2 + � # � >��0>� � ��� # 3	� � ! J*9 # � � � � ����
 � =� � ��� # 3� 3��2 + � # � � � � ���

 � =� � ����# 3�� � � (6)

is investigated. In (6)
��>��0>� designates the total far-field pattern which is the sum of the incident,

� � � , and the
scattered,

� =� , far-field patterns. These are easily obtained from (1) (the expression for � 8 � � ) and (2), respec-
tively, through a large argument expansion of the involved Hankel function and subsequent normalization with
���0�B�0� ��D��0��M F � . Second, the radiation resistance, � >��@>@���� , of the system comprising a given cylinder and the ELS is
calculated and subsequently normalized to the radiation resistance, � �@���� , due to the ELS alone. The so-obtained
quantity is denoted by � * � @��@���� and is given by

� * � @��@���� ! � >��0>@����
� �@���� !��

>��@>@����
�
�@���� � (7)

with �
>��@>@���� denoting the power radiated by the system, and �

�@���� denoting the power radiated by the ELS alone,
and

�
>��@>@���� ! -

J 
 �
� 3��2 + � # � >��@>� � ����# 3 � ��� and �

�@���� ! -
J 
 �

� 3��2 + � # ��� � � ����# 3 � ��% (8)

3.2.1 Directivity
Figure 4a) and b) shows the directivity for the “ -��C� -�56� ” LH cylinder configuration of which the near fields were
depicted in Figure 2. The directivity for the corresponding RH cylinder is shown as well, and is, of course,
uniformly distributed. The LH cylinders do not exhibit any lobe formation, and the pattern contains a number of
ripples, this being more pronounced for the cylinder of the larger radius. These observations are in accordance
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Figure 4: Directivity for “ ����������� ” RH and LH cylinders having radii 	�

����� (a) and 	�
������ (b). (c) Directivity for
“ ����������� ” RH and LH cylinders having radius 	�
������ . In all cases, the ELS is at ��
������ to the right of the cylinder.

with the near-field results shown in Figure 2. The formation of a shadow region is obvious in both cases since the
directivity attains much lower values for ���! #"�$&%�'�()$&$&%*'�+ than for �,�- .�'/(�"�$*%&'� 102+3$&$*%&'�(54&6*.*'� .
Similar observations apply for cylinders of other material parameters. Figure 4c) shows the directivity for “ $&798*"9:;8 ”
RH and LH cylinders of which the near fields were shown in Figure 3. A clear lobe formation is observed for the
RH cylinder in the angular region close to the ��<="�>&.�' direction. As the observation point is moved away from
this direction, the pattern becomes ripple-like. The LH cylinder directivity is observed to contain no distinct lobe,
but instead a number of ripples in the pattern. The shadow region around �?<@"�>&.A' is easily identified.

3.2.2 Radiation Resistance
In Figure 5 the results for BDC&'FE5GE)H�I are shown for “ "�7)8J"�:;8 ” and “ $J7)8J"9:;8 ” RH and LH cylinders as function of
cylinder radius K for different locations of the ELS (those radii for which BLC&'�E�GE5H�I was calculated are indicated by
the various markers in the figure).

There is, of course, no variation for the “ "�7 8 "�: 8 ” RH cylinders, see Figure 5a), while the case of the “ "�7 8 "�: 8 ”
LH cylinders is seen to exhibit some variation of BMC&'�E�GE5H�I as K changes. For the “ $J7 8 "9: 8 ” cylinder, see Figure 5b),
B C&'�E5GE)H�I is seen to be sligthly varying with K . However, the variation is somewhat more pronounced for LH than
for RH cylinders.
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(c) ” TFU � TRV � ” cylinders.
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(d) ” W�U � TRV � ” cylinders.

Figure 5: Variation of the normalized radiation resistance as function of the cylinder radius, 	 , for RH and LH cylinders of
various material parameters. The ELS is at ��
���� � [figures (a) and (b)] and ��
!X�	1� � , XY
[Z \J] ^/_`��_;a9b [figures (c) and (d)].

The observed variation in BDC&'�E5GE)H�I is particularly significant in the case of LH cylinders having a fairly small radius
and the ELS placed close to it, see Figure 5c) and d), for c�<d.fe % . While the results for “ "�7�8J"9:;8 ” RH cylinders
are as expected, the “ "�7)8J"�:;8 ” LH cylinders exhibit rather pronounced variation of B C&'�E�GE5H�I with K . The “ $&758J"�:;8 ”
RH cylinders do not show nearly as large variation as the corresponding LH cylinders. It is noted that in the
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present case the results are recorded for � ! � . % -��6. % '0�2.&%���'�� � NO�"� only, since numerical calculations showed rather
moderate variation of � * � @��@���� for larger � for both RH and LH cylinders.

4 Conclusions

We have investigated the scattering of a LH circular cylinder illuminated by an ELS. The analytical solution was
first derived for the case of RH cylinders and second, the steps necessary to treat LH cylinders were outlined.
Subsequently, numerical calculations of the near-field, inside as well as outside the cylinder, and the far-field,
in terms of the directivity and the radiation resistance, were performed for different geometrical and electrical
parameters such as cylinder radius, ELS position, cylinder permittivity and permeability.

It was shown that the effect of the LH cylinder is most notable in the case of “ -;�A�L-�56� ” cylinders for which the
near-field results revealed a formation of a field pattern with several lobes and a shadow region. This was found to
be in sharp contrast to the corresponding RH cylinders for which the field is, of course, omnidirectional. Moreover,
a high field value formation was observed at a point inside the LH cylinders suggesting that some focusing of the
ELS field is taking place. Similar features were observed for the “ J�� � -�5 � ” LH cylinder, but the high field value at
a point inside the cylinder is more clear. No distinct main lobe could be observed in the pattern for the “ J�� � -�5 � ”
LH cylinder, while the corresponding RH cylinder was found to be rather directive as it exhibited a clear main
lobe. It was furthermore shown that the near-field results are well in agreement with the directivity which is rather
ripple-like and without a distinct main lobe for the LH cylinders. In contrast to this, in the case of the “ J����L-�56� ”
RH cylinder, the directivity was observed to posses a clear main lobe, while, of course, being uniform for the
“ -����L-�56� ” RH cylinders. The radiation resistance varied more for LH cylinders than for RH cylinders as function
of their radius. This was in particular the case for “ -��C��-�56� ” and “ JL��� -�56� ” LH cylinders (“ -;����-�56� ” RH cylinders
exhibited, of course, no variation) of small radii and the ELS placed close to their surface.
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